Masterpiece

Protecting your family and home

from house fire

Careful planning can often help you
avoid loss or injury to your family and
property. Here are some steps you can
take to help reduce the likelihood of loss
or injury in the event of a fire.

Precautionary Measures

Smoke detectors can warn you of a fire
in time to escape. That is why they must
be installed on each level of your home
and outside every sleeping area. We
recommend a professionally installed
hard wired system, ideally linked to a
central monitoring station which will
provide 24 hour fire detection. If you
have battery operated smoke alarms, be
sure to check them annually.

Portable fire extinguishers can save
lives and property. Multi-purpose fire
extinguishers (type A-B-C) should be
kept in areas accessible to the kitchen,
hot water system, laundry, plant room
and garage, with at least one per floor of
your home. All fire extinguishers should
be clearly labelled as to the type of fire
they are designed to extinguish.

A fire blanket should be stored in the
kitchen.

Family Safety

« Establish and practice an escape plan
with your entire family.

* Every family member should know
two ways out of every room.

 Everyone should be able to unlock
all doors and windows for a quick
escape.

» Predetermine a meeting place
outside your home.

If You Use Your Fireplace

You should have your chimneys
professionally inspected and cleaned
at the beginning of each heating season
and periodically thereafter, depending
on the extent of use. This will clear out
soot and creosote that cause puftbacks
and chimney fires.

Always use a spark screen to control
flying embers, and burn only seasoned
hardwood to reduce the potential for
creosote build-up.

Ashes should be placed in metal
containers only and removed from the
house immediately.

All open fireplaces should have a stone
or tile hearth.
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